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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


While at stanford University your editor has become quite 
well acquainted with the Hopkins Transportation Library. It 
is based on the library of the late Timothy Hopkins, one of 
the "Big Four" of Central Pacific fame. It has been expanded 
with material from the University staff. There are large 
gaps however in SPECIFIC details about certein railroads and 
steam boat lines that once operated here in the west. A great 
amount of such material is lost to posterity because of the 
deaths of fans where they have not made a will to advise their 
heirs as to the disposal of their railroadiana collections, 
Your editor has appointed himself a comrittee of one to make 
an ardent appeal to fans of Transportation of all kinds not to 
horde information, but to write it up for themselves, or give 
it to, say-The Western Railroader, so that it will be recorded 
for posterity. The University is anxious to obtain such 
information to augment the Hopkins Transportation Library, add 
they“are willing to make an agreement with fans, to STORE thei, 
collection at the Library for them, where it will always be 
available to them and other responsible parties. They would 
undoubtedly desire to obtain such material permanently----BuT, 
they are willing to cetalog and mark any items received, as 
YOUR PROPERTY, returnable on request, but in either instance, 
you can be sure it will be cerefully protected. It might be 
mentioned here that the library is most cooperative, and will 
gladly have prints made up from their negitives or negitives 
made up from pictures in books at cost. Your property, howeve 
would be handled as you would instruct theme 


From another standpoint, probably your wife and "mine" 
would like to know our wishes in regards to the numerous itens 
of Railroeadiana we have picked up in our years of collecting, 
and would welcome the chance to dispose of it from a bulk stani 
point efter we are gone, So..-here is a chance to do your 
fellow hobbists s good turn, and make it known that you would 
like your collection of hobby items turned over to the Univer- 
sity to be preserved for posterity. OR..-.better still, why 
not do it ourselves? Here is a chance to THIN out your 
collection, and on top of that..eerut it where you es well as 
others can elways refer to it. 

If your are really interested in preserving your collect- 
ion, be sure to give the Hopkins Transportation Library at 
Stanford University a chance to appraise it. Your editor 
will be glad to aid you in the matter or write the library 
direct. 

Francis Guido - Editor 


The Western Railfan’s Magazine 


Issued to keep fans informed of the latest in railroad news 
and comment. Also feature articles on historic western mil 
roads and “Favorite Rail-Photos” printed to please you. Sub 
scriptions for yourself and your buddies in the service 3° 
invited. 50c for ten issues, twenty for a dollar. 
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“ My principal railfan interest has always been the smeller 
ne railroads, particularly equipment cf sbvandoned cr near-abandon- 
items ed rail lines, For that rezson, Merced Gold Mining Number 1 
ting, fits best into my idea of a favcrite railphoto. Another 
k stan#f reason for it being my favorite is that it was the very first 
J . locomotive that held my interest. T saw tnis little engine 
would at a distance from the LaGrange-Coulterville road in 1927, but 
niver- it was not until 1932 that I was able to inspect this engine 
why at close range. It that year it was the "perfect" abandoned 
engine. All parts were in piace; smokebox door with number 
1 as plate, builders plates, throttle and everything except the bell. 
If her right cylinder, which had been cracked wide open, could 
Llect- have been replaced, it would have been relatively simple to 
at have put her back in running order. 
or after the 1932 visit, I made a yearly pilgrimage to the 
Ty old one-spot; but each year would find a few more parts miss- 
ings First the rods, then the smokebox door, builders plates, 
pilot beam, etc., turned up missing. That's what a auto road 
and "civilization" can dol I'm sorry now that data was not 
copied from the builder's plate, but at that time I was not 
up on such matters. It seems the porter plate hed a 1901 date. 
Fortunately, the one-spot has been able to weather the 
scrap drives and lives on as a memento of the large-scale min- 
ing operations in the "Southern Mines" section of the Mother 
Lode. A visitor to Coulterville today will find the little 
road news 0-4-0 under Hangman's Oak at the head of Main street where she 
stern Tal! was placed in the summer of 1939 after a one mile trip on skids 
ea — her old stand at the stamp mill where the above photo was 
lasts akene At the time the engine was mov 
were removed from the two mile line to <i + ga the rails 
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TOP: Mw 300-302, inspection train, at Bancroft, Calif. 
February 28, 1945. 

MIDDLE: MW 302-300, inspection train, at West Pittsburg 
BOTTOM: MW 300-302, inspection train, at st Mary's 
College. All photos by Dudley Thickens. 
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Railroad Inspection Excursion 


The Sacramento Northern 
ran an inspection trip for its 
a excutives and insurance repres- 
Luy Aim entitives which left Cakland 


at 8 aeme On February 28th. They 


planned on making Sacramento 
SAC RAM ENTO that evening and Chico the next 
day and the Colusa branch either 
March lst or 2nd. The Holland 
NORTH Ls and Suisun-Fairfield branches 
were to be covered by autoe 
The train was made up of two interurban cars, MW 300 and 
yw 302 (former 1009 and 1020), both freshly painted and very 
good looking. The MW 302 has been equipped with air horns 
at each end. Several of the seats have been removed from 
502 at diagonally opposite ends of the car. The 300 looks 
the same as it did as the 1009 except it is minus the Railway 
Express Agency herald and pantograph. 


The ride up Shafter Avenue was quite rough and the cars 
rolled quite a bit. The line was about the same as before 
the company relaid the line on Shafter in 1955; I understand 
they contemplate relaying the line again in the near future. 
Trolley shoes were replaced on the 300 at Eastport and Moraga 
due to a heavy frost on the wire. From Moraga to Pittsburg 
they ran with trolleys up on both carse I believe they may 
put the pantagraphs back @n the cars; the trolley put out a 
large display of sparks all the way to Eastporte 


Stops were made at Eastport, Moraga, SteMary's College, 
West Lafayette, Lafayette, Walnut Creek, Meinert, Bancroft, 
Concord, etc. The train backed into Pittsburg and then headed 
out the branch for the ferrye I left the train at Fittsburg 
and caught the Santa Fe backe 


Dudley We Thickens. 


REDWOOD RAILS 


Ex-Napa Valley interurban 63 and express motor 100 are 
in service as trailers at the Yager Creek operations of the 
Pacific Lumber Yompany. They are painted olive green, but 
have no numbers. wooden benches have been put in #100 to 
transport loggers. Engine 37, 2-8-2T, handles the logger 
special as well as the operations between Yager and rail- 
head. Engine 38, climax geared, is also used st Yager while 
#35, 2-8-2, is being used on the road haul between Yager and 
Scotia. The Pacific Lumber Company has built a line between 
Yager and Carlotta where connection is made with the N.W.P. 
whose tracks are used for the run to the mill at Scotia. 

The Hammond Redwood is logging at McCann, south of south 
Fork; and the N.W.P. is operating a log train two or three 
times per week from McCann to Hammond's Bayside Mill at Eureka. 

-- Stan Borden 


Northwestern Pacific 109 is back in service on the NwP 
again, She is seen on the "Whiskey special" running on 
Week ends between Eureka and logging camp with a couple of 
old wooden coachese === Bd Wrrer 
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SAN DIEGO NOTES 
San Diego & Arizone Zastern 50 and MiP 
228 (leased to the SD&AE) were involved in 
a sideswipe recently. The 50 lost its cab 
and the 228 its tanke The 50 with the tank 
from 228 was towed to Los Angeles shops. 
The 228 with the tank from the 50 was put in 
operation (we want pictures--editor). ; 
SePe 2178 was brought over from the Inter-California to be 
useé as a stationary boiler for the SD&AE ear shops. 
---RPM 
Ten of the small 3700 clase coal burners of the Santa Fe 
have been converted to o11 and assigned to the coast lines. 
San Diego Electric 1020 is being rebuilt after being rather 
badly burned in a fine near the = 
---R 


EAST BAY NOTE 
A new Key Unit 145 is in prospect since the 
wrecked section of 145 and the wrecked section of 
159 have been repaired. The undamaged portions 
of both units have been placed in service as #159 
some time back. Unit 181 is being repaired and 168 may 
also see service again. --=- The Ashby loop has been placed 
in operation as of May lst. The curve onto San Pablo is 
one of the sharpest on the whole Key Layout being but 50 feet 
in radiuse --- A permanent brick and concrete station is 
being built at Solano Avenue oe the end of the F ling, 
---Ed Wrrer 


YOSEMITE VALLEY EXCURSION 
One hundred and twenty nine tickets were sold 

for the Y.V. trip May 30th when west coast railfans 

got together for largest gathering of fans since 

the beginning of the war. How the group managed to 

solve the transportation problem to Merced will 

probably never be known, but riding the rods and 

the like the fans did get there. No little credit 
for the large turn-out is due "Trains" magazine which sent 
cards to all of its readers in California. Planned to use 
only the observation car the trip eventually had to use every 
bit of passenger equipment the Y.V. owned--four cars all told 
In arrangements credit should go to Sgt Al Rose of Northern 
Cal and Lester Arellanes of Railroad Boosters. Thanks also 
to Gilbert Kneiss and Louis Stein of the R&LHS who helped 
with arrangements and refreshments. The model groups also 
attended in mass, especially the Channel Railroad Club of 
Santa Barbarae To all, a million thankse 


A group self-styled as the Pacific Coast Railroading 
Association is protesting to the ICC over the Y¥.V. abandon- 
ment. The group headed by a young chap employed as a chain- 
man om a Pacific Electric survey crew is planning to rehabil- 
itate the Y.V. by "floating bonds". They appear quite 
serious about the matter, but your editor was never an opt 








The Western Raiiroader © Page Six 





S. F. Transit Plan 


ithe initial 23 millions and would in-jafter Stage I in two years or sooner 
clude the following major better-|would result in the city having 135 
ments: miles less streetcar tracks i 


principally 
Outer Rails Out lthrough removal of old MSRy rails 
~%, secondary routes in favor of 


745,000 by 1950 
These latter stages would raise the 
year post-war traction con- 

Leonard ewton, would total of vehicles to 313 stream-lined 
paent, mo tt T ~ cars, 223 trolley coaches and 215 mo- 
tor buses, 10 per cent more than now 
operated, and the Newton plan does 
not assume that the wartime transit 
,|burden will continue. 

The author looks to a San Fran- 

lati of 745,000 in 1950 








ig \c pop 
and a decling of 27 per cent in per 
The Market Street trunk carlines |capita riding habit. 
would be equipped with 217 noise- 
streamlined pre- 


Major policy recommendations in- 
clude: 


1.—Acquisition of the California 
line. [Cable Railroad. 


2.—Continuation of all cable lines. 

3.—Conversion of the San Mateo 
interurban to express and local bus 
joperation. 


The San Mateo changeover would 
DETAILS OF PROPCSED CHANGES — 

Reconstruction of inside tracks on Market Street over 
which the following street car lines would operate: B-Geary; 
C-California; D-V8n Ness, Presidio; K-Market, Ocean; L- 
Taraval; N-Judeh; 3-Sutter, Jackson; 4-Sutter, Sacramento; 
7-Judah-Lincoln \.ay; 17-Haight, Lincoln (to 20th only). 

Removal of the outside treck on Market and conversion 
of the following ‘lines to trolley coach with gas bus express 
service during rush hours: 1 & 2 Clement (rerouted via Pine 
and Bush); J-Church; 5-McAllister; 6-Haight; 2l-Hayes; 31l- 
Balboae In addition M-Ocean View would be converted to a 
bus shuttle from St Francis Circle. 

New cers for the following lines; 14-Mission, Daly City; 
12-Mission, Geneva; H-Ven Ness (extended to county line) 3 
F-Stockton (extended to SePe Depot). 

Conversion of the foliowing street car and bus lines 
to trolly busses: 15-Third Ste; 19-Polk; 22-Filmore; 24- 
Castro; 25-Brannen (to Army only); 26-Guerrerog E-Union. 

In addition the following street cer lines will be 
affected?s 9-Valencia, abandoned 1ll-'ission § 24th, bus 
shuttle; 20-Ellis, abandoned; 27-Bryant, bus line; 36- 
Folsom, bus line; 40-Interurban, bus system; 41-Second, 
bus line. 

CRITICISM 
In attempting to retain present routings 2s much as 








possible the plan has several defects which your editor 
would like to point cut as fcllcws;: 

le. Street car service is abandoned on Palboa apparently 
beceuse the down-town portion ‘4s congested instead of rerout- 
ing at Divisadero to one of the street car routes. 

2e New service on Fine and Bush dispite parallel street 
car and cable routes when such service coulc have been routed 
south on Divisadero to afford shop:ing service. 

Se Street car service on iJaight and Lincoln “ay dispite 
high-speed service on Judah--should be trolley coach. 

4. Abandonnent of the,40 line would only result in 
duplication of present Greyhound service and retard any 
rapid transit plans down the Feninsulae Unless later 
stages call for taking over Southern Pacific's suburban 
operations with high-speed electric operation and coord- 
ination with the proposea bus system, the City of San 


Frenciseco shovld withdraw from Peninsula service entirely. 
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LOS ANGELES NOTES 
The National City Lines (General Motors 

et al) have announced plans to ultimately 

discontinue all but three of Los Angeles Rail- 

way's 50 street car lines. They plan to junk 

the "W" and "A" car lines immediately, though 
the OTD are at present blocking the change over. The lines 
to be retained are the "Pp", "5" and "zy". These three lines 
have PCC cars at present---apparently even National City does- 
n't dare palm-off busses on patrons who have enjoyed MODERN 
street cars. ICH 


The Pacific Electric's half-hourly schedule to Santa 
Anita is being supplemented with two and three car trains 
of IER cars (USMC 3500's and PE 4600's) alternating with the 
regular trains of 1100's to give 15 mimute service during 
the rush hours. --- The San Fernando branch is now isolated 
from the rest of the PE. The rails have been removed from 
the section between Wyangotte and Nordhoff streets, which 
were retained as a current return to Van Nuys substation, 
as the 1648 gas motor is now usede The P.E.'s diesel and 
gas motors are allocated as follows: 1648-San Fernando, 
1649-Orange, 1650-Long Beach, 1651-San Bernadino, 1652-Wing- 
foot, 1653-Wingfoot, 1654-Wingfoot, SP 1358l-Long Beach. 

---McVay 
NORTHVEST NOTE 


Todd Pacific Shipyards in Tacoma have put 4 2-6-2T 
in service as their #4. She was built by Baldwin in 1924 
as #57636. she came from Oregon, probably Crossett- 
“western Lumber Company #7. -- Al Farrow 

White River Lunber Company of Enwnclaw, Washington, 
has added a 2-6-6-2T mallet to their roster. It was built 
by Baldwin in 1926, #582723 and was formerly Saginaw Logging 
Jompany #4 at Brooklyn, \/ashingtone -- Al Farrow 


The first through freight over the Navy's new railroad 
between Sheldon and Bangor was operated by the Northern 
pacific April 14th. The line has its own timetable; #1 was 
issued effective April 10, 1945. The line is 43.2 miles 
long with a 466 mile branch, not yet completed, to Bremerton. 
The ruling grade is 1.75%, and track is laid with good relay 
rail from railroads all over the country. -- Al Farrow 


The Inland Empire Paper Company has put their #388, 4-6-0, 
back in service switching at their plant at Milwood, washington 
to replace their #924, 0-6-0, which is laid up for repairs. 
The 588 has been leased out as a stationary boiler for the last 
year or so. These are the engines that "Railroad Magazine" 
made such a fuss about several years ago since the initials 
TEPC also stand for International Engine Picture Club---the 
original name for Railroad Magazine's Railroad Camera Club. 
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